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The Panamanian government announced on Oct. 10 that it would not send a delegation to attend a
meeting of the Panama Canal Commission management council scheduled for Oct. 12-13 in New
Orleans. Juan Sosa, Panamanian ambassador to the US appointed by deposed President Eric Arturo
Delvalle, was invited to the meeting by the Reagan administration. Former Foreign Minister Oyden
Ortega told reporters in Panama City that the Panamanian government would not send an official
delegation to New Orleans as a result of Washington's "attitude," which was demonstrated by
the invitation to Sosa. According to Ortega, such Commission meetings are purely "institutional."
Washington's invitation to Sosa, he added, introduces a "political element" which is not necessary,
and completely inappropriate. (Basic data from AFP, 10/10/88)
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